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1261 August 11,1899 

Plague on steamship America Maru. 

San Fkancisco Quarantine Station, 

Angel Island, Gal., July 28, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the steamship America 
Maru at this port on July 20, from Hongkong and intermediate ports, 
having on board 165 passengers and 172 crew. The vessel sailed from 
Hongkong on June 13. On June 21, 1 of the Chinese of the steward's 
department was found to be ill, and on the day following was isolated 
and the room which he occupied was closed. This case was passed by 
the quarantine ofiBcials at Kobe for want of any definite symptoms. On 
the vessel's arrival at Yokohama, on the morning of th-i 23d, the case 
was immediately removed to the quarantine, and preparations instituted 
to disinfect the vessel. 

On June 24 another member of the crew, the Japanese watchman, 
was found to be suffering from fever. The man was sent to the hospital. 
Both cases were pronounced by the quarantine authorities to be genuine 
cases of bubonic plague. 

There was another death among the crew. One of the Chinese mess 
boys had been ailing for several days before arrival at Yokohama ; no 
particular or marked symptoms. On June 24 he suddenly developed a 
temperature of 41° C, and was immediately sent to the hospital. Death 
occurred within thirty hours. Diagnosis was that of pernicious malaria, 
the malarial parasite being found in the blood. There was no post- 
mortem examination. The body was cremated. I believe this to have 
been a case of plague because the boy had been on the ship for over 
three months and had not been exposed to malarial infection more 
than other members of the crew. This was the only ease of malaria 
reported. 

The passengers and crew were removed from the vessel to the quaran- 
tine station, where they were given a bath and their personal effects 
disinfected. The vessel was detained for six days, after which it was 
allowed to proceed. 

On July 7, 1 of the Japanese apprentices was taken ill with pleurisy 
and pneumonia of a mild type. Soon after leaving Honolulu the 
symptoms became worse, and he suffered from fever, the temperature 
ranging from 38.5° to 39° C. On July 20, when first seen, the case seemed 
to be one of pleurisy, with effusion, although the ship's surgeon was 
not positive in his diagnosis. 

The case, while not admitting of much doubt as to the nature of the 
malady or its cause, could not be positively determined by a physical 
examination, so the vessel was held in quarantine until the examina- 
tion could be completed. Specimens of blood, sputum, and the serous 
effusion were collected and examined. After twenty- four hours it was 
evident that the cause was due to the pneumo- coccus. The passengers 
were then discharged. The steerages and apartments of the crew were 
cleansed and disinfected. The vessel's hold was fumigated with SO.^ in 
order to kill any rats that might be in the cargo. Only 2 rats were 
found on the following days. The vessel was discharged on the 21st. 
The prompt recognition of the nature of the sickness, the isolation of 
the cases and their speedy removal, and the disinfection of all the liv- 
ing apartments of the vessel suppressed what might have been a serious 
epidemic. 

Respectfully, yours, J. J. Kinyoun, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 



